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The fourth volume in the immensely popular Field Guide series, The Rose Metal Press 
Field Guide to Graphic Literature gives readers unprecedented insight into the techniques 
of 28 of today’s most innovative creators of poetry comics, graphic narratives, and 
image-text hybrids. With original craft essays, corresponding exercises, and full-color 
examples of their work, each contributor offers reflection and instruction informed by 
their own methods and processes. From mark-making and page composition to deeper 
renderings of place, character, and voice, this much-needed guide to the field illumi-
nates and demystifies the process of creating image+text work. Editors Kelcey Ervick 
and Tom Hart also provide a historical introduction that links today’s graphic literature 
to visual storytelling of the past and helpful pedagogical resources to round out the 
volume. This is a book for writers who want to make graphic narratives and literary 
collage, illustrators and comics artists exploring new approaches to storytelling, teach-
ers encouraging their students to work with image and text, and anyone curious about 
what one contributor calls “comics magic.”

Featuring Essays and Graphic Literature Work From: Justine Mara Andersen, Oliver 
Baez Bendorf, Leonie Brialey, Thi Bui, Sharon Lee De La Cruz, David Dodd Lee, Arwen 
Donahue, Trinidad Escobar, Naoko Fujimoto, Marnie Galloway, Lauren Haldeman, Tom 
Hart, Mira Jacob, Keith Knight, Aidan Koch, Matt Madden, Mita Mahato, Deborah A. 
Miranda, Josh Neufeld, Dustin Parsons, Zeke Peña, Nick Francis Potter, Kristen Radtke, 
Scott Roberts, Alexander Rothman, Eleni Sikelianos, Bianca Stone, & Lawrence Sutin.
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“This book is a good first step to unlearning what you think you know 
about comics, a medium so vast, it’s mind-blowing. It’s inspiring to see 
the processes of such diverse, talented artists, and to be let in on their 
creative philosophies.” 
                                                      —MariNaomi, author of I Thought You Loved Me 

www.rosemetalpress.com More information and ordering at 

“This is such a beautiful, helpful book. 
If comics is a giant dome, with your story locked  

inside, The Field Guide to Graphic Literature presents you 
with 28 different philosophical doors into that world. The 
practicality of this book, and its acknowledgement of the 
myriad of avenues and practices in comics, makes me feel 

inspired as both a creator and a teacher.” 

       —Nicole J. Georges,
             author of Calling Dr. Laura: A Graphic Memoir

“Kelcey Ervick and Tom Hart have assembled 
a dynamite and diverse cast of comics creators 
under the covers of this exciting and important 
collection! Each contributor offers a deeply in-

sightful window into their respective approaches 
to comics-making and shows how to put these 
ideas into practice through smartly-composed 
accompanying creative exercises sure to open 

spaces for readers to discover their own way into 
making comics—whatever their background. This 
is an indispensable resource for anyone teaching 
comics and comics authors, from the experienced 
looking for new inspiration to those just getting 

started on their journey.” 

 —Nick Sousanis,  
author of Unflattening
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 About the Editors
KELCEY ERVICK is the author of the graphic memoir, The Keeper. Her previous award-winning books are The  
Bitter Life of Božena Nĕmcová, a text+image biographical collage, and two works of fiction, Liliane’s Balcony and For 
Sale by Owner. Her comics have been published widely, including in The Washington Post, The Believer, and Lit Hub, 
and two featured comics series of hers have appeared in The Rumpus. She has a Ph.D. from the University of  
Cincinnati and is a professor of English at Indiana University South Bend, where she teaches creative writing,  
comics, and literary collage. 

TOM HART is the author/artist of The New York Times #1 bestselling graphic memoir Rosalie Lightning and of  
The Art of the Graphic Memoir. He is the executive director of The Sequential Artists Workshop, an organization 
and school for comics and graphic novels in Gainesville, Florida, which also offers extensive online courses.  
Before founding SAW, Tom was a core instructor at the School of Visual Arts in New York City for 10 years.

Founded in January 2006 by Abigail Beckel and Kathleen Rooney, ROSE METAL PRESS is an independent  
publisher of literary works in hybrid genres. Recent books include the acclaimed art and text collaborations  
Monster Portraits by Del Samatar and Sofia Samatar and Ghostographs by Mar Romasco Moore; the PEN America 
Finalist  flash fiction collection The Anchored World by Jasmine Sawers; the Minnesota Book Award-winning collage 
novel Evidence of V by Sheila O’Connor; Family Resemblance: An Anthology and Exploration of 8 Hybrid Literary Genres 
edited by Marcela Sulak and Jacqueline Kolosov; My Very End of the Universe, an anthology and study of novellas-
in-flash; and the award-winning Field Guide series: The Rose Metal Press Field Guide to Writing Flash Nonfiction  
edited by Dinty W. Moore, The Rose Metal Press Field Guide to Writing Flash Fiction  
edited by Tara  L. Masih, and The Rose Metal Press Field Guide to Prose Poetry  
edited by Gary McDowell and F. Daniel Rzicznek. 
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